Shifting power and the rise of emerging powers

Developing an appreciation that emerging powers may present some countries and regions with new opportunities, but that other areas may remain excluded
The scramble for Africa

Many developing nations, especially in Africa, could be forgiven for envying the rise of China and India.  Despite the rise of the BRICs, the majority of the world still lives in the developing ‘South’. The growth of the emerging powers has been seen by many to provide the developing world with new opportunities to develop. Chinese companies are investing in Africa to help exploit and export raw materials. Around 30% of all used in China comes from Africa. In 2007 Chinese investment in Africa totalled $30 billion. However, many believe that China has little interest in developing Africa; they are just wanting its resources. This is because most investment goes to the governments, TNCs and Chinese companies, and not to the local people. Much of the infrastructure has also been built by Chinese nationals and not the local people. China now has 45% ownership of oil field in Nigeria and $175 million invested in copper mining in Zambia.
The Organisation of the Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC) 

OPEC was created in 1960 to counter oil price cuts from American and European oil companies. In 1979, the OPEC countries produced 65% of the world oil but only 35% by 2007. There were concerns that they had reached peak oil but it has allowed them to control the price of oil within a range of $22-28 per barrel. This means they control the amount of crude oil they export to avoid flooding or squeezing the international marketplace. The profits made from oil have allowed member countries to invest and diversify their economies and to generate wealth over the past 40 years. It has also ensured that countries maintained favourable relationships with the OPEC countries and that the Middle
Over to you:
1. Watch the DVD ‘The Chinese are Coming’ and draw up a table of the costs and benefits for the Chinese living and working in Angola. Who benefits the most from China moving into Africa?

2. Will the future see Africa having new opportunities or remain dependent?
3. Could the GCC or OPEC have a say in global matters?

4. Will we have a multipolar world rather than a unipolar world?
5. Why may the three power bases – US, EU and China argue in the latter half of this century?
